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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 



There is no member of the Parisian faculty who has, at an early age, achieved a more hono- 
rable reputation than the author of the Obstetric Tables which are now translated for the first 
time into the English language. As assistant professor of the obstetric art in the Ecole de 
Medecine, Dr. Pajot has, at the age of thirty-five, obtained a most prominent position in the 
public estimation ; and his thronged lecture rooms and large class of private pupils attest 
his popularity with the students — whilst his bold and original views are destined to make 
his name well known in the annals of midwifery. 

In presenting the five tables which we have translated and arranged with great care, we 
do not design to append any explanatory remarks, as the admirable simplicity and methodical 
arrangement, pursued by the author, renders such an explanation unnecessary. The complete 
set offers to the student of medicine or to the practitioner, a perfect synopsis of all the difficul- 
ties of midwifery. He has before him at a glance the obstacles which he may have to meet, 
and the method by which he can overcome them. He may in a moment ascertain the value of 
a doubtful symptom, or explain the cause of an unexpected phenomenon. In addition to this, 
these tables give us the condensed literature of the subject down to the present day, more espe- 
cially as regards the continental school of medicine ; and wherever there is a difference of opi- 
nion held by the great lights in this department, each name is especially noted. We have thus 
at command an epitome of obstetrics, prepared after the best authorities, and also the various 
doctrines and opinions on all special points, held by such men as Depaul, Dubois, Stoltz, Vel- 
peau, &c. whilst the vast practical experience of the celebrated sages fcmmes, Mesdames Boivin, 
La Chapelle, &c. is appealed to, in order to make the work perfect in all its parts. 

In preparing these elaborate tables for the use of the English reader, we believe that the 
opportunity thus afforded them of seeing grouped together the important and difficult points in 
the practice of obstetrics, will render our labor appreciated by the profession of our country ; 
and we hope that they will be found instructive to the student as well as the practitioner of 
medicine. 

With the hope of rendering this work more useful to the profession, we have added three 
tables on " the Mechanism of Labor," which have been compiled with great care by Dr. Nathan 
P. Rice of New York city. These additional charts are devoted to the management of Natural, 
Unnatural and Complex Labor. They have been arranged by Dr. Rice after the most recent 
authorities, and exhibit marks of much labor and research. A short description of the causes 
and treatment of post partum hemorrhage closes the series. 
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